
All Together Now 
December 2016 

 Immigrant settlement info & diversity appreciation in Revelstoke. B.C. 

8nd  Feast of the                 

 immaculate conception 

12th   Prophet’s Birthday  

21st   December Solstice 

24th  Christmas Eve 

25th  First day of Hanukkah 

25th  Christmas 

26th  Boxing Day 

Decem
ber 

Celeb
ration

s!! 

click links  

 

 

 

 

 

Simple and fun games 

Thursday December 15 

6:00pm to 7:30 pm  
 

ESL Bingo, Memory, Pictionary, 
Uno 

 

Okanagan College 

1401 First Street West 

Please RSVP if you plan to attend this Holiday Event.  

jpratt@okanagan.bc.ca 250-837-4235 ext. 6502 

 
 

ESLSAP English Practice Group  
Holiday break Schedule 

 
 

Last Intermediate EPG: December 12 
Last Family Friendly EPG: Monday December 12 
Last Beginner EPG: December 13 
 

First Beginner EPG: January 3 
First Family friendly EPG: January 9 
First Intermediate EPG: January 9 

http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/immaculate-conception
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/immaculate-conception
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/prophet-birthday
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/december-solstice.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/christmas-eve
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/chanukah
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/christmas-eve
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/boxing-day


1401 First Street W 250-837-4235  
www.okanagan.bc.ca/settlement 

Francophone Playgroup  
First and third Friday each month  

Community Connections (downstairs) 

This months days: December 2, December 16  

9:00am —11:00am  

 

A great opportunity to expose children to the French 

Language. Everyone is welcome! Free snack. 

Writing a letter to Santa Claus is a Christmas tradition for many 

children in Canada. And Canada Post’s annual Santa Letter-

writing Program welcomes letters to Santa. If you write by 

Wednesday December 14, they send a personalized letter back.  

 

The program has averaged over 1       

million letters per year for the last 15 years. Responses are returned 

in the language written (over 30 languages!). Make sure to include 

your return address on the envelope. No postage required. 

14 fantastic tutors have just joined our English as a Second           
Language Volunteer tutor team! With instructor Cathy Cameron, 
these volunteers attended an intensive nine-hour teaching ESL Boot 
Camp over 3 sessions in November. This training happens once a 
year in the fall. We are delighted to welcome these diverse and 
skilled volunteers to our ESL Program.  Four of these tutors are a 
part of the Revelstoke for Refugee group, and plan to volunteer 
once the Almatsou family arrives.  

During our first training session, ESL learner, Mandy, volunteered to teach a Chinese language immersion   
lesson with the new volunteers. The 
goal was for the tutors to experience 
how it might feel to learn a second 
language, when your instructor does 
not speak your language.                  
Additionally, as learners, we gain a 
sense of how challenging learning a 
new and very different language can 
be, and recognize the limits on the 
amount of information we can retain 
in one session. 

Santa Claus  

North Pole  

H0H 0H0  Canada 

ESL Tutor Training Boot Camp By BR Whalen 

http://www.okanagan.bc.ca/Page35730.aspx


This time last year the Syrian refugee crisis was       

leading the news. Every day, hundreds of Syrians 

attempted the treacherous journey across the        

Mediterranean Sea from Turkey to Greece in hopes of 

making a better future for themselves and their      

families. As the war in Syria raged, millions fled to 

neighbouring countries, especially Jordan, Lebanon 

and Turkey. Most remain there, waiting for peace or 

a chance to find a new home elsewhere in the world. 

Communities across    

Canada, including            

Revelstoke, sprang into 

action. Concerned         

Revelstoke residents 

formed the broad-based 

group Revelstoke for       

Refugees and started          

fundraising to sponsor a 

family living in a refugee camp in Jordan. The Alliance 

Church generously agreed to be our Sponsorship 

Agreement Holder (SAH), which meant that the         

Canadian government recognized them as credible 

sponsorship facilitators. 

Revelstoke for Refugees fundraised more than 

$57,000. By February of this year the group had      

chosen to sponsor the Almastou family. Rakan         

Almastou, a construction worker, and his wife 

Mahdeya have four sons and a daughter, aged from 

two to nine. Kristina Welch and Reilly Geidt generous-

ly donated a suite in their home for a year and many 

people donated furniture or volunteered to help.  

The federal government’s commitment to bring in 

Syrian refugees got off to an impressive start. Freshly 

elected in October 2015, the new Liberal government 

committed to bringing in 25,000 Syrian refugees by 

the end of 2016. The Ministry of Global Affairs pulled 

out all the stops, seconding staff from its embassies 

and Ottawa offices to process refugees rapidly in    

Jordan. By the end of January the government’s      

ambitious target had been met, just one month late.  

Since then, however, the 

Ministry has slowed 

down processing Syrian 

refugees dramatically. A 

group called Canada4Ref-

ugees which formed      

because of the backlog in 

processing refugees like 

the Almastous who        

already have sponsors wrote an online article called 

“Syrians go from ‘hero to zero’ in less than a year.” 

The article stated:  

“The government proposes to bring in 25,000             

refugees in total in 2017.  There are currently 25,394 

Syrian refugee cases alone in the system, with new 

applications coming in by the hundreds each week. 

Stunningly, the government proposes no separate 

targets for Syrians or any measures to reduce the 

enormous backlog of Syrian cases in the                      

system.  That’s despite the ongoing war that contin-

ues to produce unprecedented numbers of refugees.” 

Continued on the next page 

“The government proposes to bring in 

25,000 refugees in total in 2017.  There are 

currently 25,394 Syrian refugee cases alone 

in the system, with new applications coming 

in by the hundreds each week.  

SYRIAN REFUGEE FAMILY EXPECT TO ARRIVE 

AROUND MAY 

WRITTEN BY LAURA STOVEL 



Revelstoke for Refugees 

Syrian Chick Pea soup with Spinach and Spices 

Serves 4-6 

Ingredients 

2 Tbsp olive oil 
1 medium onion, chopped 
3 cloves garlic, crushed 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 
1 tsp ground sweet paprika 
2 tsp ground coriander 
2 tsp cumin seeds 
3 425g cans chick peas, rinsed, 

drained 
3 small (300g) tomatoes, chopped 
2 Tbsp tomato paste 
¼ cup seedless chopped dates 
1 cup water 
¼ cup chopped fresh coriander 

leaves 
2 Tbsp chopped fresh mint 
1 bunch spinach or kale chopped. 

 

Directions:  

Heat oil in pan; add onion, garlic and spices; cook, stirring until onion is soft. 

Stir in chick peas, tomatoes, paste and dates; then add water and herbs; simmer, covered, 
about 10 minutes. 

Stir in spinach/kale; simmer, uncovered, about 5 minutes or until spinach has just wilted 
(more with kale).  

These articles begin a monthly insert in All Together Now, with news and information relating to Syria, the Revelstoke sponsorship 

and the refugee crisis in general. Events and volunteer opportunities will be announced here. For more information or to be added to 

our e-mail list please contact Laura Stovel at lstovel0@gmail.com. 

When Revelstoke for Refugee co-chair, Laura Stovel, 

wrote the SAH staff member earlier this month         

inquiring about the state of the application she was 

told that the process, once the government receives 

the application, is taking around ten months. Since 

the Ministry received the Revelstoke application in 

July, he estimated that the Almastou family may        

arrive in May 2017. 

In the meantime, Okanagan College has trained four 

English as a Second Language instructors who have 

volunteered to support the Almastou family and 

planning continues as the group waits for the family 

to arrive. Salmon Arm’s seven sponsorship groups 

have already welcomed 34 Syrian refugees and are 

expecting a total of 48. Their experience has been 

invaluable in guiding the Revelstoke planning           

process.  

Brodie Johnson (left) and Vivian Mitchell dish out Syrian soup at the first annual 
Soupalicious event to raise awareness of the Revelstoke for Refugees sponsorship 
of Almastou family. The gluten-free, vegan recipe can be found on this page. 


