
January 2020 

January Celebrations! 

1st   New Year’s Day 

6th  Epiphany (Christian) 

7th  Orthodox Christmas Day 

14th  Orthodox New Year 

25th  Lunar New year 

 

 Immigrant settlement information & diversity appreciation in Revelstoke. B.C. 

All Together Now 

Over the next several months we will be 

getting up close and personal with our 

Settlement Program Participants.  

We will hear their personal stories and 

journeys and how the Revelstoke Settle-

ment Program has impacted their lives.  

Check out our first article on page 2  

Featuring tutor-pair Maimi and Claudette. 

Interesting reads 
You are never too old to learn: advice from an aspiring Chinese-Canadian writer 

By Gu Zhenzhen—Canadian Immigrant, online magazine 

Twenty newcomer artists recognized through neighborhood arts awards 

By Pamya Ranathan—Canadian Immigrant, online magazine 

2020 marks the Year of the Rat 

https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/new-year-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/epiphany
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/orthodox-christmas-day
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/canada/orthodox-new-year
https://chinesenewyear.net/
https://canadianimmigrant.ca/people/you-are-never-too-old-to-learn-advice-from-an-aspiring-chinese-canadian-writer
https://canadianimmigrant.ca/living/twenty-newcomer-artists-recognized-through-neighbourhood-arts-awards


Giving back leads to new friendship and deep connection 

Friendship blossoms from tutor and learner partnership  

 

A free English as a Second Language tutoring program at the Okanagan College Revelstoke Centre is helping 

new immigrants learn English skills and integrate into the community.  

Program participants Claudette and Maimi have been tutoring ESL together for the past eight years as part of 

the Revelstoke Settlement Services Program. They meet weekly to work on English language skills, speech 

and vocabulary, as well as general life and cultural issues.  

Maimi and her husband moved to Revelstoke from a busy city in Korea 10 years ago. They dreamed of living 

in a small town, and when her sister suggested Canada, they jumped at the idea. “Canada is a big country and 

people are more spread out here, people have space,” Maimi said.  

“At first, I knew very little. The alphabet, ‘hello’ and ‘bye.’ Tutoring has made a big change in my life. I can 

find a job and make friends. People who move here often don’t leave the home. Learning English helps  

people get out of the house.” 

Claudette grew up speaking French in a small farm community in Saskatchewan. It wasn’t until she was a 

little bit older that she learned English. As a career educator, she understands the importance of lifelong 

learning. “I taught as a substitute teacher for many years, as well as instructing French and Adult Basic Up-

grading through Okanagan College. Each level had unique challenges associated with it,” Claudette explained. 

“I got into tutoring after I retired because I thought it would be a good fit.”  

“It’s refreshing to work with someone who is so keen to learn and aware of her needs. We have grown and 

evolved together and have become good friends,” Claudette says about working with Maimi. “She is a  

delight, very receptive and grateful. She always says thank you, always.” They challenge each other and have 

both learned a lot, “Maimi asks great questions that an English speaking person would not ask, I have had the 

chance to learn a lot about Korean culture as well.” 

   Maimi recommends the program to other  

     newcomers to Revelstoke.  

        “I recommend tutoring and classes. It is 

very helpful.” Maimi said, “Become 

brave! Get out of the house and 

get kids involved in the communi-

ty.”  

“It’s very rewarding. I recommend 

it if someone has a bit of time,” 

Claudette said. “It’s wonderful that 

Maimi is able to pass her English skills       

 on to her young children who are 

 growing up bilingual.” 





Family Friendly/Beginner 

at Begbie View Elementary 

School (Childcare provided) 

Mondays 12:30-2:30pm 

Intermediate 

at Okanagan College 

Thursdays 9:00-11:00am 

Upper Intermediate 

at Okanagan College 

Wednesdays 4:30-6:30pm 

Free English practice groups for immigrants to Canada 
 

Register with Revelstoke Settlement Services  
okanagan.bc.ca/settlement  

 
(250) 837-4235 ext 6502 | jpratt@okanagan.bc.ca  

Please contact the College for an appointment. 

Volunteer opportunity!  

Revelstoke Settlement Services is recruiting 

English tutors for the 2019-2020 program year. 

Excellent training and support provided.  

Contact Jill at jpratt@okanagan.bc.ca 

ONE-TO-ONE TUTORING 

Meet with a tutor to work on your English 

goals! Flexible schedules available. 

Contact us to find out more! 

jpratt@okanagan.bc.ca 

http://www.okanagan.bc.ca/Page35730.aspx

